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Professor Meredy Goldberg Edelson 
has conducted research related to the 
intelligence of individuals with autism.  
Below is an excerpt from an article 
reporting the results of a recent study. 
It was hypothesized that individuals 
with autism may not score as well on 
measures of intelligence if the meas-
ures include real-world knowledge 
items compared to more abstract meas-
ures of intelligence because individuals 
with autism often have social deficits 
that would prevent them from obtain-
ing real-world information.” 
 
[from Edelson, M.G. (in press).  A car 
goes in the garage like a can of peas 
goes in the refrigerator: Do deficits in 
real-world knowledge affect the as-
sessment of intelligence in individuals 
with autism?  Focus on Autism and 
Other Developmental Disorders, 20].   
 
The practice of measuring intelligence 
in individuals with autism is common-
place. However, there is evidence to 
suggest that the level of intelligence in 
individuals with autism reported in the 
literature may depend on the nature of 
the test utilized to measure intelligence 
(Edelson, 2004).  Most researchers 
agree that it is often difficult to deter-
mine the true level of intelligence in 
individuals with autism unless the pos-
sible interference of the symptoms of 
autism are recognized and controlled 
for in the assessment process (see 
Koegel, Koegel, & Smith, 1997). 
 
It has been shown that children with 
autism can perform well on behaviors 
in which social interaction is not a vital 
component (Wetherby et al., 2000), 
and it has been suggested that one rea-
son individuals with autism may have 
deficits in social or real-world knowl-
edge may be due to incomplete or less 
sophisticated cognitive scripts for so-
cial situations (Volden & Johnston, 
1999).  The failure to have developed 
cognitive scripts for the social world 
may mean that, when faced with ques-
tions on tests requiring knowledge of 
how one acts or relationships in the 
real world, individuals with autism do 
not have a database to access for this 
information. 
 

A study was conducted to attempt to de-
termine whether real-world knowledge 
deficits might affect the intelligence test 
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Psi Chi Membership Requirements: 
 

1. Completion of at least 3 semesters or 5 quarters of the college course. 
2. Completion of 9 semester hours or 14 quarter hours of psychology. 
3. Registration for major or minor standing in psychology or for a program psychological in nature which is equivalent to such 

standings. 
4. Undergraduates who are elected to Psi Chi must rank in the upper 35% of their class in general scholarship. In addition, they 

must also demonstrate superior scholarship in psychology, earning a minimum GPA in psychology courses of at least 3.0, and a 
minimum overall GPA of 3.00 in those few instances when the upper 35% falls below a 3.00 GPA. Psi Chi accepts the policy 
of the institution regarding grades. 

5. For graduate students, an average grade of “B” or better in all graduate courses, including psychology. 
6. High standards of personal behavior. 
7. Two-thirds affirmative vote of those present at a regular meeting of the chapter. 

If you think you’re stressed due to the pressures of college, 
here are innovative ways you can increase your stress... 




