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4) These self-descriptions are central to our projects of self-improvement: one needs some 

picture of the current state of the self in order to form and pursue a self-transformative 

course of action.  

This paper will stick closely to everyday kinds of self-ignorance, but it should be noted that this 

phenomenon can occur in forms so extreme as to be pathological—for instance, in persons with 
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think about the fact that he is bluffing, the less convincing his bluff will be. He therefore resolves to 

banish or 
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himself the false belief ―I am self-confident.‖ The tactic of purposive self-ignorance tppt only-4( s)5(eole)-4( d)] TJ
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inexorably to the truth. As with Bill, Shaq’s self-ignorance would eventually self-correct—but not in 

the way he would want. 
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inevitably something of a stranger to ourselves, and that this basic self-ignorance is actually 

constitutive of our experience of agency. A strange friend to this suggestion can be found in Sartre’s 

Transcendence of the Ego, in which Sartre describes how our ability to surprise ourselves issues from a 

fundamental, inescapable gap between the I
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transparency, our sense of ourselves as free, spontaneous, self-surprising agents would evaporate. 

Perhaps, as Sartre claims, we cannot really know ourselves, and perhaps that’s a good thing. 
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